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Pharmacist?
The direct route to
Swedish accreditation

Are you a pharmacist or a prescriptionist?
Sweden needs more pharmacists and prescriptionists and
Senna is a project to help newly arrived pharmacists and
prescriptionists get jobs as quickly as possible. That benefits all of us. This leaflet is intended to serve as a tool for
pharmacists and prescriptionists trained in non-EU/EES
countries, seeking employment in the pharmacy area in
Sweden.

”

Senna can help us newly
arrived pharmacists convey
our thoughts, opinions, and
views on the accreditation process
to the relevant authorities.
Maysam Mohammed, pharmacist

Would you like to know more?
Do you have further questions on how to get Swedish accreditation
after reading this brochure? Or do you need additional assistance with
your application? If so, you are always welcome to contact us directly
at Senna. Contact details can be found on the back of the folder. We
can also mediate contacts with other newly arrived pharmacists and
prescriptionists.

This is what you need to do
There are certain requirements in gaining Swedish accreditation as a pharmacist or
a prescriptionist – for example, your training needs to be validated and your skills
tested. This also applies to those with extensive experience. On the other hand, as a
pharmacist or a prescriptionist, there are good opportunities for you to take a fast
track into the labour market. Here is an overview of what you need to do to gain
Swedish accreditation as a pharmacist or a prescriptionist.

Start studying Swedish as soon as possible!
Before you can apply for accreditation, you must prove that you are able to speak
Swedish sufficiently well. Arbetsförmedlingen can advise you on where you can study
Swedish. They will also make an individual assessment of whether you are entitled to
financial support while studying.

1

Apply to have your
training assessed
To gain accreditation, it is necessary
to ascertain whether your training is
comparable to the Swedish training.
This means you must first apply to have
your training checked. You do this at the
National Board of Health and Welfare.
It costs nothing to have your training
checked, read more about the National
Board of Health and Welfare on the back
of this folder.
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Take a knowledge test
Once your training has been reviewed, you
must undergo a test of your knowledge.
The test, which is in Swedish, includes
a theoretical part and a practical part.
You must be approved on the theoretical
part before you can take the practical
test. If you need help in preparing for the
knowledge test, you may participate in the
SENNA study circle and reading support.
You can find further information on the
website. If you need to travel to take the
test, Arbetsförmedlingen can make an
individual assessment to determine if you
are eligible for financial support.
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Practical internship
After your knowledge test has been
approved, you will undergo a six-month
practical internship, partly to demonstrate
your practical skills and suitability for the
profession, partly to give you an insight into
how Swedish pharmacy operations work.
You can seek assistance from the Swedish
Public Employment Service to get a so-called start-up job or you can arrange an
internship yourself. If you have documentary proof that you are a pharmacist, you can
contact the following pharmacy companies
to apply for an internship and assessment
of your professional skills:
Apoteket AB:
rekrytering@apoteket.se
Apoteket Hjärtat:
praktik@apotekhjartat.se
Lloyds Apotek:
rekrytering@lloydsapotek.se
Apoteksgruppen:
Pharmacy manager at the relevant
pharmacy
Kronans Apotek:
Pharmacy manager at the relevant
pharmacy
Other pharmacies:
Pharmacy manager at the relevant
pharmacy
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Course in Swedish statutes
In parallel with your practical internship,
you must take a course in Swedish
statutes. During this course, you will learn
about the laws and regulations that apply
within Swedish health and medical care.
This is a web-based, e-learning course and
is free of charge.
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Supplementary training?
If your knowledge is insufficient – or if
you want to increase your opportunities
to pass the knowledge test – you may
apply for supplementary training. This is
a one-year programme provided through
Uppsala University or the University of
Gothenburg, details regarding application
and admission can be found at www.uu.se
or www.gu.se. Arbetsförmedlingen makes
individual assessments of your entitlement
to financial support during training.

”

Through Senna, I
hope that it will be
easier to communicate
with authorities such as
Socialstyrelsen, the universities
and Arbetsförmedlingen.
Samer Jehjah, doctor of pharmacology
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Swedish language skills
Now it is just about time to submit your
application for accreditation – but first
you must prove that you have sufficient
language skills. This is done by sending
a diploma or certificate to the National
Board of Health and Welfare. You should
send your diploma/certificate as early as
possible, but at the latest together with
your application for accreditation.
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Applying for professional
accreditation
Now that you have done what you need
to do and proven your pharmaceutical
knowledge and language skills, it’s time to
submit your application for accreditation.
You submit your application to the
National Board of Health and Welfare,
which is the authority that determines if
you meet the requirements for obtaining
Swedish accreditation.

Financial support for students
Read more about the regulations regarding entitlement to financial aid to
students at https://www.csn.se/bidragoch-lan/for-din-situation.html
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Socialstyrelsen (the National Board of
Health and Welfare) is a government
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Arbetsförmedlingen (the Swedish Public
Employment Service) is Sweden’s largest
employment agency. You can read more
at www.arbetsformedlingen.se.

agency that examines personnel in various
professions, including pharmacists and
physicians, and issues accreditation. Read
more at www.socialstyrelsen.se. More
information on what is needed to acquire
Swedish accreditation can be found at
https://legitimation.socialstyrelsen.se/en/
educated-outside-eu-and-eea.
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Do you want to know more about
Senna, or have questions about Swedish
accreditation? Contact Sara Antar, Project
Manager for Senna:
sara.antar@sverigesfarmaceuter.se,
telephone +46 70-939 99 06. Read more
about Senna at www.sverigesfarmaceuter.
se/senna. There you
will also find forms
and information on
regulations – as well
as contact information
for the networks for
newly arrived pharmacists and prescriptionists.

www.sverigesfarmaceuter.se/senna
Also follow us on LinkedIn, Facebook
and Instagram @projektsenna

